Gov’t Mule: „Shouting“ mit Freunden

Aktuell war Gov’t Mule  im Mai in Deutschland (Hamburg, Aschaffenburg und Köln) unterwegs, unter anderem waren Songs der am 24. September 2012 erschienenen CD „Shout“ im Programm. Bereits beim Burg Herzberg Festival im Sommer 2013 hatte man fünf der neuen Songs als Appetizer vorgestellt. Bluesfeeling sprach mit Warren Haynes über die Entwicklung der Scheibe, aus der letztlich eine komplette zweite Bonus-CD mit befreundeten Gastmusikern entstanden ist, das 20jährige Bandjubiläum und Pläne für die Zukunft. Außerdem ein paar News des „Mastermind“ von Gov’t Mule zum am 24. Juli 2015 herauskommenden dritten Soloalbum „Ashes And Dust“. Ladest euch gerne das ganze Interview (diesmal weitestgehend in Englisch) herunter  :-)

What’s the main intention of the new release, the 16th studio album? And how would you describe the style of the latest album?
Well, I think it’s the most diverse that we have done to date. When we first went into the studio our intention was only to make a new Government Mule CD. No plans to have any special guest or anything. That idea came about gradually as we were recording. First the concept was of maybe having one guest or maybe two or three. In the beginning it was all for a small little part of guest appearance. But that did’nt seem to be the right thing, we were ashamed to ask someone of that status to sing such a small part. So we thought,we’ll maybe do a special version of one, two or three songs. But then that idea lead to another idea which is maybe we do a special version of every song and then have a bonus disc. And once we decided that we knew that it’s gonna take much longer to complete the project. 

You had a rather long production time?...
...Yes! We would have release the CD long time before except of that.

If seen the tracklist of the Double CD. It has two different sequences. What’s the reason why?
Yeah, we wanted to offer two different sequences, so people will experience the songs differently.

Why did this idea occur do a second CD with all that great vocalists?

You know, in the beginning I was gonna have Dr. John sing a small part of >>Stoop>> solo. And then I was gonna have >> Tod Tibbert << sing a small part of „Scared To Live“. And them I was gonna have Elvis Costello sing a small of „Funny Little Tragedy“. But once we decided that wasn’t enough then it was just an idea that seemed to be different.

You have already done CD’s with special appearances of guest but not a complete CD...

...yes, here we have alternate versions with mostly different arrangements. In most cases the alternate version is a little bit shorter than the Government Mule version. The Government Mule version usually has more jamming or longer guitar solos.

How long was the production time?

We started writing the songs February of 2012 and making demos in our bass player’s studio in Los Angeles. And the demos turned out very exciting, so we decided to keep them and go immediately into a studio at the east coast and then start the same process. Rehearsing, writing, recording…and it all came about very quickly. So the majority of the record was finished in 2012 with the exception of adding the guests.

Let’s have a look at your songwriting: How does it work, do you work ‘cause of a lyrics idea or a guitar riff? 

I think every song is different. A lot of the more up-tempo songs maybe start with a lick or riff or something. A lot of the other stuff, the mid- tempo or the ballads usually start with a lyrical idea. But every song is different. Maybe half the songs I wrote myself and the other half I wrote as collaborations with anyone else. So, if an idea comes then we just were seeing where it goes. Usually if it’s productive then we start coming pretty quickly.

Do you have some favorite songs on the new CD?
No, I like all the songs. I think, depending on which day I am listening, maybe I have a favorite from day to day. But in general I’m very happy with all the songs (
I’m interested in your past also. What would you say are your idols are special musical heroes? And how did the Blues-Rock catch you?

Well, Blues music is a very big inspiration to me, always from the very beginning. Soul, Blues and Rock music, Jazz – all of these musical genres are very important to me. And they all come from the same source, which is black Gospel music! Black Gospel music and Blues could have been to sides of the same story. And they turned into Jazz and Rock ‘n Roll and Soul music. And so all of that music has been a huge inspiration for me. I’ ve listened to so much music in my life, but it’s always good to go backwards and keep discovering where the music comes from. 

I’ve learned that Government Mule and your Solo projects have a wide spread and variety of styles. Especially if I look at “Man in motion”, it’s great! How do you manage to preserve your creativity after all the time you are in business?
I think, I’m very lucky that to be surrounded by so many wonderful musicians and artists. There is always inspiration coming from somewhere. I also think I’m lucky that I’m able to utilize a lot of different influences and a lot of different styles of music which always keeps me excited about something as well. I don’t ever want to just repeat myself and do the same things that I already have done. Because for me I have to be challenged in order to feel good about what I’m doing.

Your style changes a little bit from album to album with special styles…a little more jazzy, a little more souly.

Yeah, we like to look back and what we just did and make sure that whatever comes next is different.

..its an adventure, music is always in progress, isn’t it?

Yeah, it should be. If you discover the beauty of improvisation it’s another world…a better world I think.

…and not mainstream!

Yeah we’ve been lucky, I’ve been lucky to have a career that is not based on mainstream. Not commercial success or airplay. It’s just more underground and word of mouth. People that like the music spread the world.

… and being authentic is very important today!

I think so, we never and I never followed the trend. So people that are making trendy music maybe don’t last so long. It not easy to find your own voice, it’s a very hard discovery.

You are always looking for your special style…

…Yes, and then you find something that is satisfying for a while!

You are always looking very relaxed. What’s your secret to stay calm and relaxed when you’re on tour?

I think the longer you do something the better you become at it. I’m learning to take better care of myself and eat better and sleep better. Right now is a very positive time period for me. I’m very happy with my life and fortunate to be able to play music.
Concerning your 20th band anniversary: Bands come and go – the mule is still kicking. What the secret of such a successful time with your band?

I think the musical chemistry is great with Government Mule! And the personal chemistry is very good as well. We’re all close friends. We enjoy playing music together. But we also enjoy hanging out together. We are lucky, because we are doing what’s in our hearts, but people seem to like it. We are never trying to face we think that someone else would like or especially what the market place would like. We are making music for ourselves.

What do you think of the new blues-scene. There are a lot of young blues artists all over the world…

I think it’s very important that young musicians keep the blues alive. And I think in some cases that is being done. But I also think it’s very important that the young musicians study the history of the music. Blues didn’t start with Stevie Ray Vaughan – I’m a huge fan of Stevie, he was magnificent – but you have to go deeper, you have to go further back. In order to be a real blues musician you’ve to study the history very fairly. And I would like to see the young artists pay more attention to the history of the music.

Last question: What the guitar you play on your new album? It’s the 345 or what?

… only one song with the 345, Les Paul and actually my new signature model which has burstbucker pickups – one and two – in it. Then I play an Epiphone twelvestring and an Epiphone solidbody guitar. And on four songs I play the baretone guitar. It’s tuned from B to B. So the songs have a special sound in deeper tuning.

Thank you for the interview (
Und in Kürze (24. Juli 2015) wird mit „Ashes And Dust" das erst dritte Soloalbum von Warren Haynes herauskommen. Es ist ein Meisterwerk der Kunst und ein besonderes Statement des Gitarristen. Die Songs sind direkt und unterscheiden sich klar von seinem bekannten Stil. Wunderschöne Akustikarrangements, Americana-Einflüsse und honigsüßer Gesang treffen mitten ins Herz. Obwohl er die meisten Songs neu schrieb, trug er einige Melodien seit Jahren mit sich herum und wartete auf den richtigen Moment, um sie aufzunehmen:
„Mein ganzes Leben lang habe ich immer wieder folkige, Singer-Songwriter-lastige, ja sogar keltisch angehauchte Stücke geschrieben", erklärt er. „Viele davon passten jedoch nicht zum Stil von Gov't Mule oder den Allman Brothers, nicht einmal auf meine eigenen Soloalben. Jetzt wollte ich meine Ideen endlich verwirklichen und ihnen ein Zuhause geben."
Can’t wait for it!!!
