Interview Thorbjørn Risager

Thorbjørn, what does Blues music mean to you – and being on stage with your great “gang”?

Well, of course I really love Blues music – and it’s strange how you come to love a kind of music you know. I first heard the Blues when I was a child. I’ve spent some time at my neighbor’s house and we listened a lot to Blues music – and this kind of special music somehow caught my ear. It’s a mystery, cause I also love African music, soul, gospel and funk…. It gets in my blood and is really my life! My life is Blues music….I play it, write it and listen to it.

When was your first approach to the Blues?

Well, when I was at my neighbor’s house when I was a child we listened to Muddy Waters, Fats Domino and Elvis Presley also and I caught just an interest in that kind of music. With my small cassette recorder I recorded the music my neighbor had and listened to it in my room at home. I remember that I’ve especially have been a fan of Fats Domino. Of course I didn’t know that this was “Blues” at that time. I was just music that I liked. When I was fifteen I went to some kind of special music school. And at one time somebody came and said to me “Hey, listen to that kind of music”…. And this was Stevie Ray Vaughan – that totally blew me away. And by then I realized “This is Blues music” and started to play the guitar.

What was your first guitar? And what actually are your “Blues heroes”?

Oh, it was a classical Spanish guitar.  And definitely B.B. King and Ray Charles – of course Ray Charles is not really a Bluesman, but I just totally love his singing. And on the strictly Blues B.B. King is my big hero – also because of his singing. I’m more and more into singing than guitar playing. Often it’s the other way round – at least European Blues artists who sing and play the guitar often are more guitarists than singers. I consider myself the opposite. It’s the singing of B.B. King – so I think – who is the best in the world one comes to strictly Blues! The strange thing of B.B. is – different to many others who get old who could play their instrument but their singing gets weak– his voice is quite strong especially for being that old. Maybe his guitar playing is not the same but his voice has remained strong.

You’ve got a wide spread of styles in your Blues music – somehow funky, jazzy, souly. So the main thing is your amazing voice. How would you describe your music?

It’s very broad – some people think maybe too broad – and maybe I tend to a sort of agree. At least we’ve talked about at the band “The next album we make should maybe be more in a specific style. Well, it’s just the songs that come out of me – all in these different styles. It’s because of course I really love soul, I really love, I really love jazz and funk. When I’ve written a Blues song the next one may be a funk song. It’s just because I like to vary. I also like that when I listen to music – not the whole night shuffle Blues…

But if I have to describe our music style – we have the Blues in the center of the music. And then we add some jazz, some soul, some rock. But still I think we sort of have a specific sound anyway. Because we are nearly the same band that we’d been for ten years. We really play together and we’ve created a special sound. Which in my opinion makes it O.K. that we are so broad musically. We are the same guys and play in the same way. But as I said before even though the next album we gonna make we want to make a more “bluesier” album actually. More in the style of “Rock’n Roll Ride” and “Let’s Go Down”. Blues with a little bit of rock but definitely with not so much jazz and soul. That are our plans for the next album, sort of getting rid of the more jazzier and soulful stuff and try to make more Blues, also more with acoustic instruments as acoustic slide guitar.

My favorite on your latest CD is “Back Home” – what’s your favorite on “Dust & Scratches”? 

My favorite is “End of Time” which is of course a very jazzy tune  – now I’m talking about getting away from that ​– but I’m proud of the song itself. On the second place comes “Back Home” to me – thank you!

On your CD before it’s “Bells Of Joy”

Oh, many people say that. It’s a political song on the situation in Denmark when we had a right-winged government. The riff in the middle of the song is the tune of the bells of the city hall in Copenhagen. And I don’t know if you’ve realized who has written it – it was our drummer! It surprises me that so many like that song, because it’s not one of my favorites… We have never played the song live but we’ve got to try that! Maybe one problem is that I have to sing in a low key – this is not so powerful live.

As you said you’ve got a new CD project – the number 7 – “in the pipeline”…

…Well actually I’m working on the first song, so it will be in 2014 that we will release our new album. It’s much fun to be together with the band. We are really a team and are taking all decisions together. When it comes to the music I’m a sort of a team leader but anything else.

How does your songwriting work?

Well, songs especially will occur when I’m riding my bike. So I have to rush at home and to record it by the way. I’ve learned to record it by the way because otherwise you can’t remember it. And when you sit down to fix it – it’s gone. But mostly I sit and fool around and I’m riffing. And that’s I wanna do more actually – find cool riffs. I’ll try to do a more riff-orientated songwriting. When I find some cool chord progression I sing over it with lyrics that don’t mean anything. And when I’ve got the melody I start to write the lyrics. But somehow often it’s quite hard to find something that fits the music better than the first thing I sung when I got the melody. For me the hard thing writing music is to write the lyrics – it’s work, because I’m not a poet.
Thank you for the interview Thorbjørn – a lot of success for you and your band!!!
